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The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitons  of 
citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  sale 
of  the  canals  and  railroads  of  the  Commonwealth,  report: 

That,  as  the  Senate  has  passed  a  resolution  instructing  the  Committees  on  Finance 
and  Internal  Improvements,  to  bring  in  bills  for  the  sale  of  the  Main  line  and  Delaware 
division,  your  committee  deem  it  their  duty  to  express  their  opinions  on  the  subject, 
and  to  submit  some  facts  and  estimates  relative  to  the  value  of  the  public  works  for  the 
information  of  the  Senate. 

That  the  internal  improvements  of  the  Commonwealth,  by  means  of  her  canals  and 
railroads,  have  increased  the  aggregate  wealth  of  the  State  far  beyond  the  whole  amount 
of  the  State  debt,  is  scarcely  open  to  dispute.  The  annual  saving  to  the  people,  by 
cheapening  the  cost  of  transportation  alone,  if  accurately  ascertained,  would,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  more  than  pay  the  interest  on  the  money  expended  in  the 
construction  of  the  main  line  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg.  If  the  project  of  the 
sale  of  the  works  depended  on  its  expediency,  disconnected  with  the  embarrassment  of 
the  finances,  it  would  find  no  advocates  except  from  among  those  who  are  always  eager 
for  speculation.  It  cannot  be  supposed,  that  the  people  desire  that  improvements 
which  have  conferred  inestimable  advantages  upon  the  State,  should  pass  into  the  hands 
and  be  subject  to  the  management  of  a  corporation,  a  few  capitalists,  or  perhaps,  aliens. 
There  is  a  probability  that  equal  facilities  would  be  afforded  to  trade  in  the  event  of  a 
sale,  but  the  jealousy  of  freemen  is  so  easily  excited  against  power  in  the  hands  of  a 
few,  that  even  under  the  most  prudent  and  skilful  direction  the  most  unhappy  conse¬ 
quences  might  be  apprehended.  The  incorporation  of  a  company,  to  purchase  the 
works  at  a  fair  price,  must  be  accompanied  by  an  irrevocable  grant  of  the  necessary 
powers,  to  enable  it  to  realize  the  largest  profits  with  safety  and  certainty.  It  must 
possess  the  absolute  ownership,  with  a  perpetual  guaranty  against  all  legislation  tending 
to  diminish  its  value.  Such  a  corporation,  possessing  unavoidably  a  heavy  capital, 
with  the  means  of  exercising  a  controlling  influence  over  the  trade  of  the  State,  and 
with  a  large  patronage  at  its  disposal,  is  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions. 

In  legislating  upon  a  proposition  of  so  much  importance,  we  should  not  overlook 
future  consequences  in  our  anxiety  to  provide  for  or  remove  immediate  difficulties. 
Temporary  relief  can  offer  but  little  justification  for  the  adoption  of  a  measure  which 
may  operate  to  the  permanent  injury  of  our  best  interests.  There  are  some  very 
serious  objections  against  the  management  of  so  extensive  a  system  of  improvements  by 
the  State,  which  have,  within  a  few  years,  strengthened  the  opinion,  that  the  supervision 
of  the  public  works  can  be  conducted  with  greater  advantage,  more  economy,  and  surer 
profit,  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  having  a  direct  interest  in  their  success.  An  extra¬ 
vagant  system  has  been  indulged  in  for  a  long  time ;  but  the  waste  of  the  public  funds 
is  to  be  ascribed  more  to  the  profligacy  of  the  times,  than  to  the  incompetency  of  the 
agents.  Money  being  plenty,  the  Commonwealth  possessed  every  facility  of  raising 
it  without  resorting  to  the  people  at  large,  who,  instead  of  being  the  contributors  to  the 
public  Treasury,  became,  in  a  degree,  the  recipients  of  its  bounty.  The  same  prodi¬ 
gality  was  practiced  by  corporations  and  by  individuals,  in  the  transaction  Of  their  own 
affairs.  The  times  are  now  reversed.  The  government  depends,  almost  exclu- 
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sively,  upon  the  tax-payers  for  support;  expenditures  are  scrutinized  with  vigilance ; 
strict  economy  is  imperatively  enjoined  by  public  opinion.  The  experience  of  the  last 
two  years  has  shewn  fully  that  the  Main  line  and  Delaware  division,  under  a  prudent 
administration,  can  yield  a  large  revenue  ;  and  there  can  he  but  little  doubt,  that  while 
our  taxes  are  so  onerous,  a  rigid  economy  will  be  enforced  upon,  and  practiced  by 
the  Canal  Commissioners.  It  is,  however,  questionable  whether,  even  under  the 
most  favorable  circumstances,  the  improvements  will  be  as  well  managed  as  they  might 
be.  Political  favoritism  seems  to  preserve  its  deleterious  influence.  The  removal  of 
faithful  and  experienced  officers,  for  opinion’s  sake — always  followed  by  bad  results — 
may  be  expected  so  long  as  public  opinion  gives  it  countenance,  or  oflices  are  con¬ 
sidered  as  the  mere  spoils  of  party.  The  introduction  of  an  inexperienced  set  of 
public  agents,  on  so  extensive  a  system  of  improvements,  is  better  calculated  to  increase 
than  reduce  expenses.  If  these  practices  cannot  be  checked,  a  sale  may  become  the 
only  remedy  to  arrest  the  accumulation  of  the  State  debt. 

The  State  Treasurer  estimates  the  revenue  of  the  public  works,  for  the  ensuing 
year,  at  the  sum  of  $553,000  over  all  expenses  for  salaries,  contingencies  and  repairs. 
Upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  subject,  your  committee  think  this  estimate  is  rather 
under-rated.  The  tolls  received  for  the  year  1843,  on  the  main  line,  exceed  those  of 
1842,  the  sum  of  $94,263  46;  while  there  was  a  reduction  in  the  rate  of  tolls  of  about 
thirty  per  cent.,  and  the  season  of  navigation  near  six  weeks  shorter.  This  result 
was  mainly  owing  to  the  introduction  of  the  State  trucks  upon  the  railroads,  by  which, 
and  the  reduction  on  tolls,  freight  was  brought  down  from  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per 
hundred,  above  all  tolls,  to  twenty-five  cents.  Should  this  system  be  fostered  by  the 
Legislature,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  the  main  line  can  compete,  successfully, 
with  any  of  the  rival  routes  between  the  western  States  and  Atlantic  cities.  Under 
the  present  regulations,  there  are  strong  grounds  for  the  expectation  of  a  large  increase 
of  tonnage  during  the  ensuing  season.  The  estimates  of  the  late  Board  of  Canal  Com¬ 
missioners  give  a  clear  revenue,  over  all  expenses,  of  about  $600,000 — equal  to  the 
interest  on  $12,000,000  of  the  State  debt.  Taking  the  sum  of  $500,000  as  the  pre¬ 
sent  annual  income,  with  a  sure  prospect  of  a  gradual  increase,  it  is  manifest  that,  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view,  the  State  would  suffer  a  great  loss  by  a  sale,  for  an  amount  of 
debt,  the  annual  interest  of  which  would  only  equal  that  sum.  The  prospective 
increase  would  be  entirely  thrown  away.  The  unsold  lines  of  canal  would  remain  a 
heavier  charge  upon  the  Treasury,  than  they  are  now  considered.  The  tolls  on  the 
Susquehanna,  North  and  West  Branch  divisions,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Canal 
Commissioners,  for  the  year  1843,  amounted  to  $62,206  06;  of  which  a  portion  pro¬ 
perly  belongs  to  the  main  line,  as  boats  leaving  the  offices  on  those  branches  for 
Columbia,  or  other  points  on  the  canal,  pay  all  the  tolls  at  the  place  of  departure, 
which  are  thus  credited  to  them.  The  tolls  on  the  boats  returning,  which  are  paid  on 
the  main  line,  are  much  less,  as  the  tonnage  is  comparatively  little,  or  nothing.  It 
seems  very  clear  to  your  committee,  that  a  sale  for  $10  or  12,000,000  would  add  to  the 
burthens  of  the  people. 

In  fixing  upon  a  proper  price  for  the  sale,  the  prospective  increase  of  revenue  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  legitimate  subject  of  computation.  Our  canals  and  railways  form  the  nearest 
route  between  the  country  bordering  on  the  Ohio  river  and  the  Atlantic  cities  ;  but 
owing  to  the  heavy  expenses  attending  the  mode  of  transportation  in  use,  the  freight 
has  been  so  high  that  the  trade  has  passed  principally  through  other  channels.  A  plan 
has  been  recommended  by  the  Canal  Commissioners,  and  partially  adopted  by  the 
sanction  of  the  Legislature,  which,  by  dispensing  with  the  frequent  transhipments  re¬ 
quired  under  the  old  plan  by  the  mixed  nature  of  the  improvements,  will  enable  the 
transporters  to  carry  goods  upon  as  favorable  terms  as  can  be  done  upon  any  rival 
route. 

If  this  plan  is  permitted  to  go  into  complete  operation,  and  pioper  measures  are 
taken  to  ensure  a  full  supply  of  water,  on  the  upper  portions  of  the  Western  and  Ju¬ 
niata  divisions,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  the  business  on  the  main  line  will  increase 
in  a  rapid  ratio.  The  period  would  soon  arrive,  when  the  flattering  anticipations  of 
the  projectors  of  the  public  works  would  be  fully  realized.  The  extent  of  the  business 
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which  may  be  brought  upon  our  canals  and  railways,  by  judicious  legislation  and  com¬ 
petent  management,  is  scarcely  susceptible  of  estimation.  The  Western  States  are 
fdling  up  with  an  enterprizing  population  in  unparralleled  rapidity.  Their  wealth  is 
constantly  augmenting.  The  Pennsylvania  canal  is  their  most  direct  avenue  to  market. 
When  it  becomes  the  cheapest,  it  will  be  immediately  crowded  with  business  to  its 
utmost  capacity.  Without  making  any  visionary  calculations,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
put  the  average  annual  income,  for  the  next  twenty  years,  at  not  less  than  $1,000,000. 
Your  committee  believe  this  to  be  a  moderate  estimate.  In  the  hands  of  an  enteprizing 
company,  it  would  amount  to  a  larger  sum.  $1,000,000  is  equal  to  the  interest  on 
$20,000,000  of  the  State  debt.  Upon  a  careful  consideration  of  the  whole  subject, 
the  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  no  sale  ought  to  be  made  at  a  less  price  than 
$20,000,000.  The  disposal  of  the  main  line,  for  a  lower  sum,  might  be  regarded,  in 
justice,  as  a  sacrifice  of  the  property  of  the  Commonwealth,  without  hardly  affording 
any  perceptible  relief  to  the  people ;  as  the  interest  on  the  balance  of  the  State  debt, 
together  with  the  expenses  of  government,  would  have  to  be  met  by  taxation.  At 
$20,000,000,  an  annual  saving  of  $500,000,  for  the  present,  would  be  effected,  with 
a  loss,  prospectively,  of  a  fund  which  would  ultimately  discharge  the  public  debt. 
The  inducement,  even  at  this  price,  seems  to  be  insufficient  to  justify  the  Legislature 
in  vesting  so  large  an  amount  of  public  property  in  a  corporation, >  constituted,  perhaps, 
with  powers  dangerous  to  the  general  welfare. 

It  is,  perhaps,  useless  to  enquire  into  the  probability  of  a  sale  being  made,  if  a  law 
to  authorize  it  should  be  passed.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  foreign  creditors  of  the  State, 
being  unacquainted  with  our  resources,  ignorant  of  the  value  of  the  improvements,  and 
having  but  little  confidence  in  the  stability  of  our  legislation,  would  exchange  their  cer¬ 
tificates  of  debt,  for  stock,  in  an  enterprize  which  they  might  consider  hazardous. 
The  agitation  of  the  question,  by  holding  out  alluring  prospects  of  diminished  taxation, 
has  contributed  much  to  increase  our  financial  embarrassments,  by  postponing  measures 
necessary  to  sustain  public  credit. 

By  a  report  made  by  the  Auditor  General  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the 
1st  of  April,  1842,  the  cost  of  construction  of  the  several  divisions  of  the  main  line, 
is  thus  stated  : 


Columbia  and  Philadelphia  railroad, 
Eastern  division  of  canal, 

Juniata  do  do 
Allegheny  Portage  railroad, 

Western  division  of  canal, 


$4,009,345  62 
1,751,309  56 
3,484,010  52 
1,783,548  05 
2,991,917  87 


The  whole  expenses  and  receipts  of  the  mainline,  up  to  January  1,  1842,  are  sum¬ 
med  up  as  follows,  viz  : 

Construction.  Expenses  subsequent  to  completion.  Receipts. 

Mainline,  $14,020,131  12  $5,558,473  86  $6,522,144  53 

The  statement  furnished  to  the  Senate  by  John  W.  Hammond,  an  officer  in  the 
Treasury  Department,  furnishes  the  following  result  to  1st  November.  1840: 

Construction.  Expenses  subsequent  to  completion.  Receipts. 

Main  line,  $13,903,654  77  $4,743,708  06  $5,313,263  24 

The  excess  of  the  receipts  over  expenditures,  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  construction, 
by  Auditor  General’s  report,  is  $963,670  67  ;  by  Mr.  Hammond’s  statement  it  is 
$569,560  18.  The  report  of  the  Auditor  General  extends  to  a  period  of  fourteen 
months  longer  than  that  given  by  Mr.  Hammond. 

The  receipts  from  the  main  line,  for  the  years  ending  1st  November,  1841,  and  30th 
November,  1842,  1843,  as  reported  by  the  Canal  Commissioners,  have  been  as  follows, 
viz  : 


6 


1841,  Main  line,  canal  tolls,  - 

Do  railway  tolls,  ----- 

Do  motive  power,  - 

Drawback,  ------ 

Balance,  ------- 

1842,  Main  line  canal,  railway,  and  motive  power,  deducting  drawbacks, 

1843,  do  do  do  do  do 

Total,  -  - 


$388,349 

93 

300,297 

27 

326,439 

38 

$1,015,929 

61 

17,593 

90 

$  998,335 

61 

$743,235 

21 

834,776 

14 

$2,576,346 

96 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  period,  so  far  as  they  have  been  settled  and  paid  at 
the  Treasury,  as  appears  by  a  statement  furnished  from  the  office  of  the  Auditor  Gen¬ 
eral,  have  been  : 


For  1841,  repairs, 
salaries, 

1842,  repairs, 
salaries. 

1843,  repairs, 
salaries. 


$252,150  25 
05,532  06 

$199,268  92 
56,327  17 

$196,139  63 
47,623  32 


-$317,682  31 


255,596  09 


243,772  95 


Total  expenditures  to  30th  November,  1843,  -  -  -  $817,051  35 


The  foregoing  statement  does  not  include  cost  of  north  track  on  Columbia  railroad, 
nor  expenses  of  motive  power,  nor  debts  for  repairs  settled  under  the  Domestic  Creditor 
law. 

The  cost  of  renewing  the  northern  track,  as  reported  by  the  engineer,  is  $128,219  46, 
part  of  which  must  have  been  paid  before  30th  November,  1 840,  and  therefore,  included 
in  Mr.  Hammond’s  statement.  The  amount  paid  for  this  wmrk  in 

1841,  was  ------  -  $29,106  28 

Settled  under  Domestic  Creditor  law,  -  58,759  84 


$87,866  12 


The  amount  of  old  debts  remaining  unsettled,  cannot  be  ascertained  at  the  office  of 
the  Auditor  General.  There  is  included  in  the  statement  of  expenditures  for  the  last 
three  years,  the  sum  of  $207,000,  paid  on  debts  contracted  prior  to  November,  1840. 
The  report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  for  the  year  1841,  states  the  debts  on  the 
main  line,  at  the  sum  of  $406,560  42.  In  1842,  the  amount  on  the  main  line  is 
stated  at  $214,772  31,  of  which  $142,016  80  is  due  on  check  rolls.  Assuming  $406,- 
560  42  as  the  correct  amount  of  these  claims,  the  account  would  stand  thus: 

Old  debts,  -------  $406,560  42 

Paid  out,  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  207,000  00 


Due, 


$199,560  42 


( 


This  sum  would  embrace  all  which  have  been  settled  under  the  Domestic  Creditor 
law,  and  all  which  are  still  unsettled  on  check  rolls. 

The  whole  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  main  line,  may  be  summed  up  to  De¬ 
cember  1,  1843,  as  follows: 

Receipts  according  to  statement  of  Mr.  Hammond,  up  to  Novem¬ 
ber  1,  1840,  ......  $5,313,263  24 

Do.  from  November  1,  1840,  to  November  30,  1843,  per  report  of 

Canal  Commissioners,  .....  2,576,346  96 


$7,889,610  20 

Expenses  to  November,  1840,  -  -  -  $4,743,708  06 

Settled  and  paid  from  December  1.  1840,  to  Novem¬ 
ber  30,  1843,  ....  817,051  35 

North  track,  -  -  -  -  -  87,866  12 

Debts  settled  by  Domestic  Creditor  law,  and  cheek  rolls,  199,560  42 
Motive  power,  ....  859,671  95 

-  6,707,857  90 


Excess  of  revenue  over  all  expenses, 


$1,171,752  32 


According  to  the  Auditor  General’s  report,  April  1,  1842,  the  recapitulation  would 
be  as  follows: 

Receipts  to  January  1,  1842,  ....  $6,522,114  53 

Receipts  from  January  1,  1842,  to  January,  1844,  as  per  statement 

from  State  Treasurer,  -  -  -  -  1,560,714  40 


Total  receipts,  ------ 

Expenses  to  January  1,  1842,  -  -  $5,558,473  86 

“  of  1842,  -  -  -  -  199.268  92 

“  of  1843,  -  -  -  -  196,139  63 

44  of  North  track,  settled  after  1st  Jan.,  1842,  55,759  12 

44  Old  debts,  -  ...  199,560  42 

44  Motive  power,  -  -  -  556,897  75 


$8,082,828  93 


6,769,198  70 


Leaving  - 

Salaries  of  1842-3,  to  be  deducted, 


$1,313,630  23 
103,950  49 


Excess  of  receipts  over  all  expenses, 


$1,209,679  74 


The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  1841,  1842,  1843,  of  main  line,  exclusive  of 
motive  power  tolls  and  expenses,  and  payments  made  for  debts  contracted  prior  to  No¬ 
vember,  1840,  so  far  as  they  have  been  settled,  appear  as  follows: 

Tolls  from  November  1,  1840,  to  December  1,  1843,  three  years  and 

one  month,  ------  $1,688,969  38 

Repairs  and  salaries,  per  statement  from  Auditor  General’s  office,  508,040  25 


Excess  for  three  years, 


$1,180,929  13 


This  sum  is  nearly  equivalent  to  three  per  cent,  annually  on  the  cost  of  construction. 

The  profits  of  the  main  line,  for  the  year  1843,  as  reported  by  the  Canal  Commis¬ 
sioners,  have  been — 


On  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  railroad, 
Eastern  and  Juniata  divisions, 

Portage  railroad,  - 
Western  division,  - 


$202,966  65 
135,699  89 
32,130  99 
70,859  97 
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The  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  railroad  has  yielded  a  revenue  of  about  five  per  cent, 
on  cost  of  construction.  The  whole  line,  three  per  cent. 

In  reference  to  the  Delaware  division,  the  committee  submit  a  general  statement  of 
costs  of  construction,  and  receipts  and  expenses  of  Delaware  division,  to  December  1, 
1843,  as  follows : 

Delaware  division :  Construction.  Exp.  subsequent  to  completion.  Receipts. 

From  Nov.  1829  to  1840,  81,374,774  42  $638,831  11  $586,515  01 

Nov.  1840  to  Dec.  1843,  288,671  95  264,977  94 


$1,374,774  42  $927,503  06  $851,492  95 


Of  the  expenditures,  on  this  division,  since  December  1,  1840,  $148,051  41,  were 
on  account  of  injury  from  the  high  freshet  in  January,  1841,  and  a  portion  were  for  old 
debts. 

The  profits  on  this  division,  for  1843,  were  $69,711  49 — equal  to  five  per  cent,  on 
cost  of  construction.  It  is  believed  that  this  canal  can  be  sold  to  advantage. 

The  saving  which  has  been  made,  within  the  last  two  years,  in  the  expenses  of  the 
improvements,  is  certainly  highly  creditable  to  the  late  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners. 
But  the  people  have  a  right  to  expect  greater  reforms  from  the  action  of  the  new  Board, 
whose  responsibility  to  the  tax-payers  is  more  direct,  by  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  constituted. 

It  is  not  the  province  of  your  committee  to  suggest  the  means  for  paying  the  inter¬ 
est  of  the  State  debt.  We  have  not  considered  the  sale  of  the  main  line  as  a  financial 
question.  Deeply  as  we  should  regret  its  transfer,  if  no  other  measures  can  be  adopted 
to  meet  the  engagements  of  the  State,  we  would  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending 
it.  Would  it  be  honest  or  just  to  retain  the  use  and  profit  of  the  works,  and  at  the 
same  time  neglect,  either  from  choice  or  necessity,  to  make  provision  for  the  re-payment 
of  the  money  borrowed  to  construct  them?  But  your  committee  entertain  the  opinion 
that  the  credit  of  the  State  can  be  sustained  without  resorting  to  extreme  measures— a 
patriotic  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  would  surely  meet  with  an  approving  re¬ 
sponse  from  a  high  minded  people.  Should,  such  an  effort  prove  successful,  the  income  of 
the  public  improvements  would  raise  a  fund  in  a  comparatively  short  period,  sufficient 
to  discharge  the  whole  debt.  An  immediate  revival  of  business  would  follow,  to  an 
extent  which  would  of  itself  ensure  to  the  State  an  income  larger  than  could  be  realized 
by  the  saving  of  interest  through  any  sale  which  could  be  made. 

They  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject,  so  far  as  the  same  has  been  referred  to  them  separately.  • 
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Cost  of  repairs  on  the  main  line,  from,  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg ,  so  far  as 
accounts  have  been  paid  through  disbursing  agents ,  and  settled  in  the  Auditor 
General's  office ,  from  December  1,  1840,  to  November  30,  1843  : 

1841,  November  30,  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  railroad,  $97,081  79 

Eastern  division,  Pennsylvania  canal,  41,207  17 
Juniata  division,  do  do  53,256  81 

Allegheny  Portage  railroad,  17,124  11 

Western  division,  canal,  '  43,480  37 

-  $252,150  25 

1842,  November  30,  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  railroad,  $69,607  40 

Eastern  division,  Pennsylvania  canal,  32,640  60 
Juniata  division,  do  .  do  63,225  19 

Allegheny  Portage  railroad,  16,380  27 

Western  division,  canal,'  17,415  46 

-  199,268  92 

1843,  November  30,  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  railroad,  $67,452  23 

Eastern  division,  Pennsylvania  canal,  26,582  93 
Juniata  division,  do  do  45,290  87 

Allegheny  Portage  railroad,  38,390  60 

Western  division,  canal,  18,423  00 

-  196,139  63 


$647,558  80 


RECAPITULATION - FOR  THREE  YEARS. 


Columbia  and  Philadelphia  railroad. 
Eastern  division,  Penna.  canal, 
Juniata  division,  do 

Allegheny  Portage  railroad, 

Western  division,  canal, 


$234,141  42 
100,430  70 
161,772  87 
71,894  98 
79,318  83 

-  $647,558  80 


Of  the  above  sum  of  $647,558  80,  a  considerable  amount  is  included  which  was 
contracted  prior  to  November,  1840,  $170,098  70,  being  settled  under  that  head  ;  and 
in  addition  to  the  latter  sum  may  be  added  about  $36,901  30,  of  bills  contracted  prior 
to  November,  1840,  and  settled  by  late  supervisors,  and  amongst  bills  contracted  sub¬ 
sequently  ;  which  two  sums  would  amount  to  $207, 000  00. 

That  amount  being  deducted  from  the  whole,  would  leave  $440,558  80,  as  properly 
belonging  to  the  expenditure  for  the  three  years. 

Not  any  portion  of  the  expenditure  for  motive  power,  is  included  in  the  above  state¬ 
ment  ;  neither  is  any  portion  for  repairs,  as  settled  under  the  domestic  creditor  law, 
included  in  the  above  amount. 

Nor  for  the  renewing  of  the  northern  track  of  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  rail¬ 
road,  that  work  being  more  properly  belonging  to  cost  of  construction,  or  extraordinary 
repairs. 


Amount  paid  collectors,  weighmasters  and  lock-keepers,  on  main  line  of 

railroad  and  canal,  for  the  year  1841,  -  -  -  $63,532  06 

Amount  paid  collectors,  weighmasters  and  lock-keepers,  on  main  line  of 

railroad  and  canal,  for  the  year  1842,  ...  56,327  17 

Amount  paid  collectors,  weighmasters  and  lock-keepers,  on  main  line  of 

railroad  and  canal,  for  the  year  1843,  ...  47,623  32 
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